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the constitution of Swinburne, which I believe to
have been one of the most extraordinary that have
been observed in our time. It would be a pity if its
characteristics should be obscured by caricature on
the one hand or by false sentiment on the other. In
the clays when I watched him closely I found
myself constantly startled by the physical problem :
What place has this singular being in the genus
homo? It would easily be settled by the vague
formula of " degeneration/' but to a careful eye
there was nothing in Swinburne of what is known
as the debased or perverse type. The stigmata of
the degenerate, such as we have been taught to note
them, were entirely absent Here were, to the out-
ward and untechnieal perception at least, no radical
effects of disease, hereditary or acquired. He stood
on a different physical footing from other men ; he
formed, as Cowley said of Pindar, "a vast species
alone/' If there had been a planet peopled by
Swinburnes, he would have passed as an active,
healthy, normal specimen of it. All that was extra-
ordinary in him was not, apparently, the result of
ill-health, but of individual and inborn peculiarity.

The world is familiar from portraits, and still
better from caricatures, with his unique appearance.
He wan short, with sloping shoulders, from which
rose a long and slender neck, surmounted by a very
large head. The cranium seemed to be out of all
proportion to the rest of the structure. His spine
was rigid, and though he often bowed the heaviness
of his head, lasso fwpcwcra collo, he seemed never to